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BECKY’S NEW CAR 
By Steven Dietz  

Directed by David Ellenstein 

 
September 4 - September 26, 2010   
Previews: September 1 - 3, 2010 

"... takes the audience on a smart, comic cruise through the perils of 
middle-aged longing ..." 

 
Written by award-winning Steven Dietz, this frothy, poignant and fresh new comedy is a 
perfect side trip from the daily woes of modern life. Forty-something Becky Foster has a 
decent job at an auto dealership, a solid husband, and a freeloading psych  

major son living in her basement. Her life is pleasant enough, but through a twist of fate 
Becky gets to test drive an exciting new life. 



SPECIAL TALK BACK 

After the Matinee on Sunday, September 5th, there will be a special talkback with 
Charles and Benita Staadecker, who commissioned the play. Please see the attached 

articles: Legacy Newsletter and the American Theatre Article. 

Steven Dietz (Playwright) Steven Dietz's thirty-plus plays have been seen at over one 
hundred regional theatres in the United States, as well as Off-Broadway.  International 
productions have been seen in England, Japan, Germany, France, Australia, Sweden, 
Austria, Russia, Slovenia, Luxembourg, Greece, Argentina, Peru, Korea, Singapore and 
South Africa.  Mr. Dietz received the Kennedy Center Fund for New American Plays 
Award for his plays FICTION (produced Off-Broadway by the Roundabout Theatre 
Company), and STILL LIFE WITH IRIS; the 2007 Edgar® Award for Best Mystery Play 
for SHERLOCK HOLMES:  THE FINAL ADVENTURE; the PEN USA West Award in 
Drama for LONELY PLANET; and the 1995 Yomuiri Shimbun Award (the Japanese 
"Tony") for his adaptation of Shusaku Endo's novel SILENCE.  His most recent plays – 
Yankee Tavern (National New Play Network featured play), BECKY'S NEW CAR 
(Steinberg Award finalist), and SHOOTING STAR – have been seen at over twenty-five 
regional theatres in the past two seasons.  Other plays include LAST OF THE BOYS 
(Pulitzer nominee), INVENTING VAN GOGH, GOD’S COUNTRY, PRIVATE EYES, 
THE NINA VARIATIONS, TRUST, ROCKET MAN, HALCYON DAYS, and TEN 
NOVEMBER.  Mr. Dietz's award-winning stage adaptations include HONUS AND ME 
(from Dan Gutman), FORCE OF NATURE  (from Goethe), OVER THE MOON  (from 
P.G. Wodehouse), THE REMEMBERER  (from Joyce Simmons Cheeka), PARAGON 
SPRINGS  (from Ibsen), DRACULA (from Bram Stoker), and, with Allison Gregory, GO 
DOG GO!  (from P.D. Eastman).  Mr. Dietz is currently at work on new plays 
commissioned by Steppenwolf Theater, Chicago (THE DAHNER PARTY) and the 
Guthrie Theater, Minneapolis (A YEAR WITHOUT SUMMER).  His adaptation of Dan 
Gutman's JACKIE AND ME will premiere this year at Chicago Children's Theatre and 
also be seen at Seattle Children's Theatre.  A native of Denver, Colorado, Mr. Dietz and 
his family divide their time between Seattle and Austin, where he teaches playwriting at 
the University of Texas.  
 
David Ellenstein (Director) A nationally recognized director and actor, David served as 
Artistic Director of the Los Angeles Repertory Company and the Arizona Jewish Theatre 
before joining North Coast Rep in 2003. Over 200 career productions include directing 
22 shows at North Coast Rep, including GHOSTS, TALLEY’S FOLLY, THE DRESSER, 
OVER THE TAVERN, HALPERN & JOHNSON, THE CHOSEN, and ROMEO AND 
JULIET.  Elsewhere; SONIA FLEW starring Lucie Arnaz, HALPERN AND JOHNSON 
starring Hal Linden and Brian Murray, and THE CHOSEN starring Theo Bikel and John 
Lloyd Young at the Coconut Grove Playhouse. Other venues include the Paper Mill 
Playhouse, Alabama, California, Nevada, Great Lakes, Southwest, and Kingsmen  
Shakespeare Festivals, Laguna Playhouse, Meadow Brook Theatre, Arizona Theatre 
Company, Los Angeles Theatre Center, Portland Repertory Theatre, and Gaslamp Quarter 
Theatre Company. 
 



 
 
 
Carla Harting* (Becky) Carla has appeared in numerous productions in New York and 
across the country. Some of her favorites include DEAD MAN’S CELL PHONE at 
Playwrights Horizons and EURYDICE at Second Stage, both by playwright Sarah Ruhl.  
Regionally, she has performed in plays at Arena Stage, Seattle Rep, The Wilma, South 
Coast Rep, San Diego Rep, La Jolla Playhouse, and several Humana Festivals.  Her film 
and television credits include “Never Forever” with Vera Farmiga, LAW & ORDER 
AND LAW & ORDER CRIMINAL INTENT. Carla received her BA from the College of 
William & Mary and her MFA from the University of California, San Diego. 
 
Nicolas Glaeser*(Joe Foster) Nick is from NYC and has appeared in over 60 productions 
spanning 25 years. In Arizona he is a recipient of 5 Best Actor Awards from that region. 
Favorite roles include: McMurphy in ONE FLEW OVER THE CUCKOO”S 
NEST/Phoenix Theatre; Jonsey in SIDE MAN/Phoenix Theatre Co.; Eric in 
BROOKLYN BOY/Arizona Jewish Theatre; Jonathan in SIGHT UNSEEN 
(2 Prodcutions)/Actor’s Theatre of Phoenix. Classical credits include: Benedick in 
MUCH ADO  ABOUT NOTHING, South West Shakespeare and title roles in 
MACBETH and RICHARD III. Numerous Film & Television Credits include: Ed, LAW 
& ORDER SVU and the sadly extinguished GUIDING LIGHT. 
 
Kevin Koppman-Gue (Chris Foster) is very excited to be working on BECKY’S NEW 
CAR, his NCRT debut. Previous credits: SPEECH AND DEBATE, MOSCOW 
(Diversionary Theatre), INTO THE WOODS (SDSU Theatre), ROMEO, ROMEO & 
JULIET (Vox Nova Theatre Company), THE HISTORY BOYS (Cygnet Theatre), A 
STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE (ion theatre company), HOW I LEARNED TO DRIVE, 
EVERYTHING WILL BE DIFFERENT (Lynx Performance) and THE WINSLOW 
BOY (Lamb’s Players Theatre). Kevin has also performed with 6th @ Penn, Fritz 
Theatre, Starlight Musical Theatre, and Sledgehammer. Kevin would like to thank his 
family and friends for their continued love and support.  
 
Mark Pinter* (Walter Flood) Making his NCR debut, he has portrayed long-running 
characters on daytime television including Roger Smythe on ALL MY CHILDREN and 
Grant Harrison in ANOTHER WORLD. In addition, he has guest-starred on countless 
primetime television series including COLD CASE, LAW AND ORDER, SVU and CI, 
CHARLIE'S ANGELS, THE LOVE BOAT, HART TO HART and HUNTER. Film: 
OTHER PEOPLE'S MONEY, THE EDEN MYTH, VANILLA SKY, SEASON OF 
YOUTH, PLAY. Regional: THE PRICE/Northern Stage, BOOK OF DAYS/Arena Stage, 
HAMLET/Old Globe, CHARLEY'S AUNT /Carter Center Stage, EQUUS, BLACK 
COMEDY and THE SHADOW BOX/Arizona Theatre Company, 
VICTOR/VICTORIA/North Shore Music Theatre, THE SOUND OF MUSIC/Syracuse 
Stage, HELLO, DOLLY!/Bucks County Playhouse, FOLLIES/Little Theatre on the 
Square, COURTING THE MUSE/White Barn Theatre. Off Broadway:  MY 
SWEETHEART'S THE MAN IN THE MOON/Hypothetical Theatre Company, THREE 
ON A COUCH/Soho Playhouse. Mr. Pinter directed the Off-Broadway world premiere of 



JONATHAN BELL'S PORTRAITS, starring Roberta Maxwell and the late Dana Reeve, 
at the Union Square Theatre, to much critical acclaim. Master of Fine Arts: Hilberry 
Repertory Theatre/Wayne State University. Proud member of Actor’s Equity Association. 
 
Stacey Hardke (Kensington Flood) San Diego REP: Penny in HAIRSPRAY (dir. Sam 
Woodhouse), Diversionary: THE NEW CENTURY (dir. Igor Goldin).  Other SD credits 
include: SONGS FOR A NEW WORLD (dir. Robert Barry Fleming), FIRST LADY 
SUITE (dir. Carrie Klewin), and ANON(YOMOUS) (dir. Dr. Monica Stufft).  Stacey 
studied acting at LAMDA and at NTI with the Eugene O’Neill Theatre Center’s National 
Playwrights Conference and National Music Theatre Conference.  Stacey holds a B.A. in 
Theatre Arts from the University of San Diego, where she received the Irving Parker 
Award for Excellence in Theatre and competed at the Kennedy Center American College 
Theatre Festival.  Stacey is also the 2010 recipient of San Diego REP’s Carol Corolla 
Fellowship for Emerging Artists. 
 
Mueen Jahan* (Steve)   Theatre: BOMBAY DREAMS: Broadway, HOMEBODY 
KABUL: The Mark Taper Forum, THE PSYCHIC AND SNOW QUEEN: The Falcon 
Theatre, ISLAND OF THE BLUE DOLPHINS and SIGN OF THE BEAVER: The 
Laguna Playhouse. MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING: East LA Classic Theatre. KING 
LEAR AND LOVES LABOUR’S LOST: Will and Company, GALILEO: Center Stage, 
SUBURBIA: The Studio Theatre, ASYLUM: 2100 Sq. Feet (Nominated for a 1999 LA 
Ovation Award)Television: OUTSOURCED, LEVERAGE, THE SOPRANOS, 
NUMB3RS, LAW & ORDER, HOMICIDE:LIFE ON THE STREETS, BUFFY: THE 
VAMPIRE SLAYER, MIND OF MENCIA, TONIGHT SHOW W/ JAY LENO, BULL, 
THE AGENCY. Education: Master of Fine Arts Degree: Acting:1995:University of 
Cincinnati, Batchelor of Arts Degree: Acting: Shenandoah University:1992. Member of 
Actors Equity Association 
 
Glynn Bedington (Ginger) Recent acting credits include: Mrs. Chauvenet in HARVEY 
(Lamb’s Players Theatre,LPT Associate Artist),, Queen Eleanor in KING JOHN (Intrepid 
Shakespeare Company), Mrs. Berling in AN INSPECTOR CALLS (Lamb’s Players 
Theatre), Martha in WHO’S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF (Patte’ Award, GLT one 
of 2009 best actresses) Agripina in BRITANNUCUS (Compass Theatre), Lady Croom in 
ARCADIA, Birdie in LITTLE FOXES (Robbie and Craig Noel Awards, Cygnet Theatre), 
Inez in LIFE X THREE, Lady Chiltern in AN IDEAL HUSBAND, Mrs. Voysey in THE 
VOYSEY INHERITANCE (Lamb’s Player’s Theatre Phyllis in TWILIGHT OF THE 
GOLDS (Diversionary Theatre). THE TALE OF THE ALERGIST’S WIFE (6th @Penn)   
Glynn’s recent directing credits include THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK and TO KILL 
A MOCKINGBIRD  for San Diego Junior Theatre and HE SAID (co-director, short 
stories by Ray Carver) for Laterthanever.  Glynn’s most recent writing, TRIALS AND 
TRIABULATIONS, What Every Witness Needs to Know before Facing a Jury, is now 
available on Amazon. 
 
The Playwright of BECKY’S NEW CAR is: 
Steven Dietz 
 



The Director of BECKY’S NEW CAR is: 
David Ellenstein 
 
The Cast of BECKY’S NEW CAR includes: 
 
Carla Harting* 
(Becky Foster) 
 
Nicolas Glaeser* 
(Joe Foster) 
 
Kevin Koppman-Gue 
(Chris Foster) 
 
Mark Pinter* 
(Walter Flood) 
 
Stacey Hardke 
(Kensington Flood) 
 
Mueen Jahan* 
(Steve) 
 
Glynn Bedington  
(Ginger)  
 
The Design Team for BECKY’S NEW CAR includes: 
 
Marty Burnett 
(Scenic Design) 
 
Matt Novotny 
(Light Design) 
 
Sonia Lerner 
(Costume Design) 
 
Chris Luessmann 
(Sound Design) 
 
Annie Bornhurst 
(Props and Set Dressing) 
 
 
The Crew for BECKY’S NEW CAR includes: 
 



Aaron Rumley* 
(Stage Manager) 
 
John Finkbiner 
(Scenic Artist) 
 
Kshusha Vanyan 
(Costume Shop Supervisor) 
 
Aaron Rumley 
(Production Manager) 
 
*Member of Actors' Equity Association 
 
FACT SHEET:   
 
WHAT:  
North Coast Repertory Theatre presents: 
BECKY’S NEW CAR 
By Steven Dietz 
Directed by David Ellenstein 
 
FEATURING:  
Carla Harting*, Nicolas Glaeser*, Kevin Koppman-Gue, Mark Pinter*, Stacey Hardke, 
Mueen Jahan*, Glynn Bedington (*Member of Actors' Equity Association) 
 
WHEN:  
September 4 - September 26, 2010  
Previews: September 1 - 3, 2010 
 
WHERE:  
North Coast Repertory Theatre  
987 Lomas Santa Fe Drive, Solana Beach, CA 92075 
 
TICKET PRICES: $30 - $47  
 
HOW TO BUY TICKETS: Tickets for BECKY’S NEW CAR are available only at 
North Coast Repertory Theatre in Solana Beach at 987 Lomas Santa Fe Drive, Suite D, 
92075. For ticket information or reservations call (858)-481-1055 or visit 
www.northcoastrep.org. Box Office hours are Noon to 4pm daily and Noon to Curtain 
day of shows. 
Preview tickets are $32.00, Opening Night tickets are $47, Saturday evening and Sunday 
Matinee tickets are $41.00 and Wednesday – Friday evening and Saturday Matinees are 
$37.00. Student/Seniors and Military save $3.00 and Subscriber single tickets are $5.00 
off. 



SHOWTIMES: Show times are select Wednesdays at 7:00pm and select Saturday 
matinees at 2:00pm. Regular show times are Thursday - Saturday at 8:00pm and Sundays 
at 2:00pm and 7:00pm. 

LISTING: Written by award-winning Steven Dietz, this frothy, poignant and fresh new 
comedy is a perfect side trip from the daily woes of modern life. Forty-something Becky 
Foster has a decent job at an auto dealership, a solid husband, and a freeloading 
psychmajor son living in her basement. Her life is pleasant enough, but through a twist of 
fate Becky gets to test drive an exciting new life. 
 
IMAGES/PHOTOGRAPHS for BECKY’S NEW CAR will be available on-line after 
September 3, 2010 at www.northcoastrep.org/press.  If you need photos earlier 
arrangements can be made to have them sent directly to you if available. Photo credits go 
to Aaron Rumley. If you would like a script or program to be sent to you electronically 
please contact Sandra@northcoastrep.org or directly at 858-481-2155 X 20. Script is only 
available to press and not for general distribution. 
 

ABOUT THE NORTH COAST REPERTORY THEATRE: NORTH Coast Repertory 
Theatre is a professional equity theatre founded in 1982. For over 28 years, North Coast 
Rep has received critical acclaim from media and audiences alike. With the fifth largest 
operating budget of non profit theatres and employing the third most Actors' Equity 
Association members (the union of professional actors and stage managers) in San Diego, 
North Coast Rep continues to produce high quality, award winning theatre and has 
evolved into one of the area's leading performing arts organizations. Located in Solana 
Beach, California, NCR not only draws its audience from the North County region but 
50% of its audience base resides in metro San Diego and throughout Southern California. 
Recognized for the quality of its work and its commitment to quality, this season will be 
performed on the Blakistone Stage, newly dedicated to North Coast Rep founders Olive 
Blakistone and her recently departed husband Tom, who passed away in March of 2009.   
David Ellenstein is now the Artistic Director and Leader of North Coast Repertory 
Theatre since 2003.   
 


